
 

Bassetlaw and District Umpires’ Association 

Minutes of a Meeting 
Held at Cuckney CC on Saturday 28th March 2015 at 2:30pm 

 
Present:   46 members were present. 
 

Apologies: I Rich, Glenn Bardill, B Jarvis, R Hepworth, R Swann, H Gourley, D 
Hodgkin, C Bradham, R S Broadley  
 

Minutes of previous meeting held on 7th March 2015:   
 
These had been distributed via email and on Facebook and were accepted as a true record by 
the Members present. 
 

Matters Arising:    
 

There were no matters arising. 
 

Secretary’s Report 
 
i. Bassetlaw & District Cricket League 
 
 

The Secretary had attended the BDCL meeting on 10th March 2015 and the following 
points were of note: 

• The BDCL were now working on the potential development of an automated 
fixture, umpire appointments, results and statistical process for future seasons. 

• The Mallen T20 Final would be played on Sunday 5th July 2015 at Papplewick 
starting at 2-00pm. 

• There had been a lengthy discussion at the meeting regarding the updating of 
Umpire assessments for the 2015 season, it was agreed that John Leaning would 
liaise with Jack Tarr in an attempt to produce a new form which would be similar 
to the NPL report. 

• There would be a new dedicated Helpdesk in operation for the coming season 
details would be published in the League Handbook. 

• Throughout the season Radio Mansfield would be covering Championship games, 
Umpires should not involve themselves with reporters other than inform them of 
the Team winning the toss and who were batting. 

 
ii. ACO  

 
No report. 
 

iii. Training 
Gerry Graney reported that 9 people had passed the Level 1 exam with a further 2 
sitting the exam in the next few days. 
 

Assessments 



 
John Leaning clarified the proposed process for the coming season. He explained that 
the new assessment form to be filled in by Captains would be similar to that of the NPL 
with 4 grading levels and 3 being regarded as satisfactory. It was noted that a meeting 
of the Assessment Panel would be held on Wednesday 8th April 2015 at 11-00 am at 
Cuckney Cricket Club. 
 

Dates of Meetings for 2015/16 
 
The Secretary informed the meeting that the Committee had agreed the following dates for the 
BDUA meetings for 2015/16: 
 

• Saturday 3rd October 2015  AGM 
• Saturday 31st October 2015 
• Saturday 5th December 2015 
• Saturday 9th January 2016 
• Saturday 6th February 2016 

• Saturday 12th March 2016 
• Saturday 2nd April 2016 

 
All the meetings would be held at Cuckney C C commencing at 2-30pm. 
 

Guest Speaker  
 
Jack Birkenshaw MBE 
 
The guest speaker Jack Birkenshaw played cricket for Yorkshire and Leicestershire and won 5 
England caps, in his cricketing career he scored 4 first class centuries, took over 1,000 wickets 
and in excess of 300 catches. 
Following his playing career he then umpired 250 first class matches, 2 Test matches and 6 
ODI’s. He was also coach to Leicestershire when they won the County Championship in 1996 
and 1998 and Assistant Coach to England Ladies when they won the World Cup and 20/20 
Blast. 
Certainly a great career and his services to cricket were recognised when he was awarded the 
MBE. 
His presentation was certainly thought provoking highlighting the changes in the game over the 
past 30 years with particular reference to player attitude and the lack of truth in the game 
which was continually putting pressure on Umpires. 
He gave some sound advice to Umpires with regard to pre judging a situation and to beware of 
the last sessions/last 10 minutes in a game when it can all kick off, he gave some excellent 
examples he had encountered in his umpiring days. 
After a short break he answered members questions in a honest and sincere manner and in 
conclusion members showed their appreciation for a very good presentation. 
 

Future Speakers 
 
These will be announced in the summer Newsletter 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 4-20pm. 
 
Date of next meeting- Annual General Meeting on Saturday 3rd October 2015 at       
2-30pm at Cuckney CC 
 


