
 

Bassetlaw and District Umpires’ Association 

Minutes of a Meeting 
Held at Cuckney CC on Saturday 7th December 2013 at 2:30pm 

 
Present:   35 members were present. 
 
Apologies:  R Beastall, A Bennett, L Jones, B Lenihan, J Leaning, R Martin, T Munro, G Tune 
and G Wright.    
 
Minutes of previous meeting:  These had been distributed via email and on Facebook. 
 
Matters Arising:  There were no matters arising. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
Jeremy Lloyds. 
Email to Paul Barker in which he thanked Paul personally and stated how much he had enjoyed 
being our guest at the last meeting. If he could be of any help to the BDUA in the future he 
would be happy to assist in any way.  
 
DBS.  
A newsletter had been received from the DBS containing various items of information. They 
were still experiencing delays, caused mainly by the Police not carrying out checks 
expeditiously. Also they were still failing to send out reminders to members who require 
renewal applications.  
 
Tom Munro 
Venue for Derbyshire ACO umpires course has change to Staveley Miners Welfare, Market 
Street, Staveley starting 13th January 2014 for 10 weeks. 
 
Gary France. 
FIFA World Cup clubs to be allowed to rearrange fixture start times if needed to allow players to 
watch the matches. 
Bassetlaw League fixtures are now being arranged after the decision by the Premier League 
regarding Mansfield Hosiery Mills who will now be staying in the Premier League.  
 
League AGM:  
The one rule amendment that would have affected the playing conditions of a change of Rule 
3.3(i) Hours of Play was rejected by the AGM. Therefore the rule will remain the same in 
2014 as 2013 season. 
 
Website: 
The Secretary reported that Jack Tarr had agreed to set up a new website for the Association. 
Unfortunately Jack is extremely busy at work and also he has been trying to iron out the 
problems on the Play Cricket site for the League so there has been no progress as yet but Jack 
as assured the Secretary that he will start work on the website after Christmas. 
 
 



 
Guest Speaker:   
 
Barry Dudleston, born 16th July 1945 in Bebington, Cheshire.  
 
Barry was a right-handed batsman, an occasional wicket-keeper and slow left-arm orthodox. 
He played for Rhodesia, Gloucestershire and Leicestershire and was a First Class Umpire. He 
played a total of 295 first class games scoring 14,747 runs at an average of 32.48 with 32 
hundreds and took 47 wickets at an average of 29.04. He also had 241 dismissals as a wicket-
keeper. He umpired in 2 Test matches and 4 One Day Internationals. He played in the first ever 
Benson & Hedges Cup Final in 1972 and umpired the last every Benson & Hedges Cup Final in 
2002. 
 
Barry began by saying that he failed reach his 50 in cricket having played and umpired for 49 
years. He felt himself both lucky and privileged to have been involved for so long especially as 
he had started out with just a one year contract.  
 
He commented that the game had changed; there are one day scores now that he could never 
have contemplated when he was playing 20/30 years ago. He thinks that the players are no 
better but because of the various rule changes, helmets, bowling and fielding restrictions, 
covered pitches et al it means that batsman can just stand and hit through the line. They have 
lost the art of moving their feet and when they progress to the 4 and 5 day game it shows. 
They hit a quick 20 or 30 and get out; they don’t have the necessary technique to build big 
innings.  
 
He had played as a youngster in the Lancashire leagues. In there off spinners didn’t survive 
they just got hit to cow corner, but leg spinners did, and he learned to play leg spin/googly 
bowlers really well. This stood him in good stead when he had his trial for Leicestershire. They 
played Notts in a 2nd XI game and Notts had a leg spinner and he could read him, which meant 
he was able to bat well in the trial. Leicestershire were so impressed with his batting that they 
offered him a one year contract he said he soon got rid of that illusion for them.  
 
His first 1st class match was against the West Indians, surprisingly a lot of the Leicester first 
team batsman had suddenly developed injuries and he was literally dragged in for the match. 
He had to borrow kit to play! When he went out to bat he was facing Charlie Griffiths. Charlie 
was a fast-medium bowler who threw his quicker ball and his bouncer. Barry survived and got a 
few runs. 10 years later he was on tour in Barbados and player Banks Brewery who Charlie 
captained. Early in his innings Charlie bowled a short one, it obviously wasn’t meant to be a 
bouncer because he hadn’t thrown it, and Barry pulled it for four. The next ball went passed 
Barry’s nose at a fair lick and as he looked down the pitch Charlie stood there grinning saying ‘I 
can still do it man’! After that they had an agreement he wouldn’t hit 4’s and Charlie wouldn’t 
bounce him.  
 
He talked about the Captains he had played under. His first Captain was Tony Locke for one 
year at Leicester. Tony had also been called for throwing. He said that this had developed 
because of the low ceiling in the indoor nets at Surrey which had caused him to sling the ball 
and consequently develop a throw when his action was pressurised. He had sorted this out 
during his time in Australia with Western Australia where he had head the bowling averages for 
several seasons. He thought that Locke was a wonderful cricketer, knew the game inside out 
and helped start Leicester on the path to success. Tony Locke was only there one season after 
that came Raymond Illingworth what a fantastic tactician. His understanding of the game was 
second to none. He knew when to put the pressure on, when to bat, when to declare, bowling 
changes, whatever. He gave the opposition nothing and it was what Leicester needed. One 
thing about Ray was that he had an excuse for every time he was out. On one very sunny day 
he had borrowed a floppy hat and he batted in it, out for a duck. The dressing room were 



having bets on the excuse he would give, the favourite was “me ‘at got in me eyes”. Ray 
walked into the dressing room complaining about everything ending with the classic line “me ‘at 
got in me eyes”! He said he could not remember Ray every buying a round of drinks! 
 
Barry left Leicester for Gloucester to go as player coach; he felt that this was probably a wrong 
move. Gloucester was a holiday camp compared to Leicester and he enjoyed his time there and 
made very good and close friends with Jack Russell. Jacks first victim in 1st class cricket was off 
Barry’s bowling and it was David Steele. Anyone who knows David knows he values his wicket 
he would do anything rather than get out, and he was stumped first ball. In the 2nd innings 
Northants are winning the game easily they want 20 off of 6 over’s when in walks David on a 
pair. So we know he won’t do anything rash he wants to get off the mark. He batted out 3 
maidens and saved Gloucester the match and Franklyn Stephenson still got him for a duck! 
David retired after the next Northants match and Barry decided it was also time for him to stop 
playing. 
 
He wanted to stay in the game and managed to get on the Umpires reserve list. He moved to 
the full list and began by having a week with Arthur Jepson. It was a fairly wet week so that 
they had a lot of time to chat. Barry remarked that because of the longevity of players moving 
on to become umpires, which was probably unique in sport to cricket, you could discuss 
incidents that had happened years before which they had been a part of. Arthur had in fact 
played with Harold Larwood and spoke about him and other players from that era which was a 
fantastic experience.  
 
Umpiring isn’t easy and Barry said he admired everyone who umpired, it was a thankless job 
not properly appreciated by the players. DRS is here to stay. It will get better as technology 
improves. He said when he started if you nicked the ball you walked or you didn’t play again, 
that doesn’t happen so much today, so anything that helps the umpire get the decision right 
should be welcomed. Barry talked about concentration; umpires must learn to concentrate at 
the right time. It is not possible to concentrate for 6 hours you would burn out, there is a need 
to switch down, not switch off, between deliveries, and switch up when the bowler runs in, this 
should help you maintain concentration for the whole 6 hours. 
 
There then followed a question and answer session. After which the Chairman thanked Barry 
for a very entertaining and interesting afternoon and the members showed their appreciation in 
the usual way. 
 
The meeting closed at 4.30pm, next meeting will be on 4th January 2014 at 2.30pm 
 
 
 
 


