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SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 
Subscription payments are now due at a discounted cost of £7.00 until 3rd November 2013 & 
£10.50 until 5th January 2014 and then at the full cost of £14.00. New members will be £7.00.  
Cheques should be made payable to the Bassetlaw & District Umpires Association, BDUA for 
shortness and sent to the Secretary along with your membership card which will be endorsed and 
returned to you. 

WEBSITE 
A new website for the Association is being constructed by Jack 
Tarr and will be in place by the start of the new season. The web 
address will be www.bdua.org Note org NOT co.uk Once it is up and 
running I will email everyone. 

Collection of Handbooks 
The cost of postage is becoming prohibitively expensive and in an effort to further reduce 
the cost to the league it has been decided to have collection nights for handbooks. This 
will allow umpires to collect their handbooks in person. The collection nights are as fol-
lows; They will be available to anyone attending the League Dinner at South Forest Lei-
sure on 22nd March. At Sherwood Colliery Cricket Club, Debdale Lane, Mansfield Wood-
house on Tuesday 25th March between 7.00 pm and 8.00 pm. Finally at the BDUA meet-
ing on Saturday 5th April at Cuckney Cricket Club at 2.30pm. Please make every effort to 
help the league reduce their costs by collecting your handbook at one of these venues. 

Winter meeting Guest Speakers 
The speakers this winter have been excellent. Paul Barker has done a wonderful job once again. 

To help Paul arrange speakers we have applied to join the Cricket Societies. By the time of this 

Newsletter Paul will have attended their AGM at Edgbaston on 8th March when our application 

for membership will hopefully have been approved. The 4th April speaker will be John Steele for-

mer First Class Umpire, Leicestershire C C and Glamorgan C C. 

UMPIRES ASSESSMENT 
As you all know Umpires officiating in the Championship and Division 1 are subject to assessment 
by Captains. Many clubs in the lower divisions have asked why they too cannot also assess um-
pires. We have therefore introduced a voluntary Captains assessment for the lower divisions. All 
we ask of clubs is that if they are going to assess umpires that they do it for the whole of the 
season. Not when they feel the umpire has performed poorly and not just use the assessment as 
a way of criticizing umpires for what they see as poor decisions. Captains are urged to think of it 
as a way of improving the standard of umpiring. They have all been given notes of guidance for 
completing the form.. We shall have to wait and see what the response is and whether the as-
sessments are useful or not. 

Assessments in the Championship and Division 1 
John Leaning has informed all clubs in the top divisions that the assessment they provide will be 
used to help determine which umpires officiate in the Championship and Division 1. 
It is therefore in their own interests to assess umpires properly and to give realistic marks, so 
that the best umpires can be allocated to the top divisions. 



UMPIRES MATCH EXPENSES 

Umpires match expenses have been increased to £40 for season 2014.  

MCC Law Changes 

There have been several changes to the Laws of Cricket which have come into effect this winter. The Laws 
that have been amended are as follows; Law 2; 5; 17; 18; 19; 23; 24; 25; 30; 32; 33; 34; 37; 38; 39; and 

41. Obviously there is not enough space in this newsletter to publish all the changes. All I can recommend 
you do is visit the MCC Laws of Cricket website and see for yourself. The website address is  

www.lords.org/mcc/laws-of-cricket 

It as also been announced that the Tom Smiths handbook relating to the Laws will no longer be published! 
This is crying shame as it is the best reference book for Cricket Laws that there is.  

UMPIRES ROTA 

You should all have received your fixtures for the coming season. A lot of work by Michael 
Carlisle and John Leaning has gone into producing a computer programme which John 
uses to generate the rota. If you have an email address and have not received your rota via 
email then please contact both John Leaning and Ervin Devney with your email address.   
 
We have always had an Umpires number in the League Handbook. The number you have 
been allocated for 2014 will remain your number for as long as you umpire, it will not 
change.  All of your fixtures will be shown in the League Handbook. Your Umpire number 
will be printed along side the fixture you have been allocated. To find out where you will be 
umpiring, look at the fixtures for that day in the Handbook. Find your number and that is the 
game you will umpire. 
 
In the event that you become unable to fulfil a fixture you should contact John Leaning in 
the usual way so that John can arrange a replacement umpire. Conversely if you become 
available you should contact John for a fixture. 

On-Line registration for DBS 
There is a problem with on line registration which the ECB is in the process of 
correcting. Applications to register on line using their DBS Certificate number 
are being processed correctly. Unfortunately applications to register using the 
DBS application form number have not been processed. This is because TMG 
have not forwarded the correct details to the Disclosure and Barring Service. It 
is believed that this affects only 5 applicants in Nottinghamshire and they have 
all been informed.  
If you wish to register for on-line renewal using your Certificate number you 
only have 14 days from the date that it was issued to do so. NOT from the date 
that you receive it through the post. So in effect you will only have about 10 
days to do this. If you do successfully register to renew on-line then please re-
member that you have to renew your on-line registration ANNUALLY. (Why are 
things so complicated)! I don’t know if TMG will remind us but I will keep a note 
of all umpires that register for on-line renewal and endeavour to remind them 
when it is due for it’s annual renewal. 
Also when you do receive your DBS Certificate please remember to forward your 
certificate to TMG for them to activate it on the ECB system, again if you don’t 
do this you will not be able to umpire. (Take a copy before sending it to TMG).  

NEW SEASON 
Thankfully the season is almost upon us when we can look forward to enjoying the game! When 
we can expect sledging (sorry banter), poor assessments, disciplinary hearings, moaning from 
players about decisions, and weather interruptions, can’t wait! 


